
On 1.2.1949, by order of the HQ. I./CO fir Scheuring
intereleWed me and naked me, as former Chief:of Staff of the •
General:Dispection. of the Latvian Legion to prepare for the HQ the
history of Latvian Military Units in Second World Var.. •

1 Oa very sorry that during my detention as prisoner
of liar My. diary is being lost.

.. There are very few documents and written materials at
• m7 disposal and the time granted me for the performance of. my task
is .too short to procure some detailed information from my
colleoges in the office and in the field. I have put down my
memolre mastly from memory and it is possible thaw there . have
happened .110110 mistakes regarding dates and figures.

' • It le universally known that the 3 Baltic States:
• Latvie and Lithuania,. were occupied,, contrary AD later-
nagtonni Law in June 1940 by the Soviet Union, and were In-
•tirporekted late the .Soviet Union. Immodiately'alter the..!eccapation
there began an indisoribable terror, oppression of peribitlal
liberty, as well as of economio activity. An outsider *ellen not
experienced this perecnially might not be able to .understei0 it.
I do not :regard it necessary to lay down details of this egime,
Of Terror because they have been elucidated well enough- in‘..the .".
international press. Of coures$ thia inhuman terror has created
simaltaneously a secret movement of 'moisten:Ai in.. the Latvian
people. Many' persons were Compelled, in ordor to escape petseoutioa
eepeOlalir after the mass deportation on June 13/14, 1941 et
Latvian oitisene- of all classes and professions • to hide 1411
forests and moors. They were mostly members of

 professions, 
army, p*ice,

end of the 'home guard of the former Latvian Republic, who Were
bole* struck most heavily by the bolehevistio terror. Then on
22-6.1941 a war between Gorasny and the Soviet Union broke. loçso,.
the Latvien-pnople longing for liberty and independence; regarded
thia*moment welcome to trac itself from the .tiblahelristiM•
supremacy.. Patriots who had fled, into forests and moors . began • •

an enthusiastic struggle against the hb.ted ocimpational .power.
Thus began an -eseential guerilla movement under leadorship of
orlioare of the .formor Latvian .Army..T4e tatiiaa population • •
hoped, after the . advancement of the German Army to see tho
•resurreetion of their indepedonce. Indeed ., in the first days of
the advancement of the German Army Into Latvia this 4r4

deSanatrated a. seeming benevolence towards the aspirations of
the Latvian 'people. Its members =tared into contaot with • 	 :
Latvian guerillas and formed in rtny places of the liberated
areas along with German ".0omraaudanturas" also Isatvian once and
appointed as their 'Chiefs mostly officers of the guerilla
movement.	 •

In addition to ba,task of clearing of the te
of scattered soldiers of the Red Army 	

o
those commanda

/provost-marshals/had tasks only of wkeepihg order,
performed by pollee fOrce. 	

.
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• This benevolent attitude of Germans was however not •
of long duration. As :loan as the "Chief of the $S and Police" IN..
/SS und Poliseifehrer/ for. Latvia arrived in Riga in mid-July,
a reorganisation of the -Latvian Polio. force began. It was
strongly forbidden,to wear uniforms of the former Latvian
Republic. The existing Latvian comhandenturas were trasformed:
in larger cities Prefectures were established, and in rural
districts District police board:: were set up. The Latvian
Police were charged only with police duties as fixed in the
existing laws.

Besides this police force consisting of individual
polices:en there were organisedin_thu aeognd half of July 124,1
in towns closed police units to-guard-imporfant °Wets;
auxiliary policeman were charged with such duties in rural
districts. The so-called auxiliary policemen of the group "C"
were recruited fro:tame:mg the members of the Home-Guard of the
former Latvian Republic. They ,eontinued to do their usual work
and were called forward only in oases of nee, e.g. for short-
termed waohmens advice, actions against bandits etc.

- When late in the autumn * in 1941, 	 the German advance in
Russia stopped and the Germans turned to trench warfare they
began to put Latvian pollee unite in action although the latter
had enlisted only for police service and only in the homargountry.
Everyman at his enrolment in. the police force Ea to sign an
obligation for one year. But When after the lapse of this term
the persons enlisted wanted to resign their post in the police
force, it appeared that awarding to an order of the highest •
Leader of the $S and the Police in Ostland SS-Gruppenighrer and
General of the Police Jeokeln they were regarded as bound for
military service till the end of the war. These unlawful measures
of the Germans created great embitterment among the local
population and resulted in disparition of many. members of these
polies unite. Such persons were now regarded by German
Authorities as deserters and were court-martialed as such by the
Germans. Many of them were sentenced to death and their number'
was not inconsiderable. They were granted no lenience although
they were no soldiers. As time passed the Gorman Bast front
required reserve forces in growing number. law the Germans
encroached also on the auxiliary policemen of the group C. These
persons who had enlisted themselves only as policemen in extra

•ordinary cases and only in nearust vicinity of their homes, were
already in the second half of the year 1942 formed in units and
brought to Leningtad for trench-digging. When they were called
forward they were promised to remain there only 6 weeks. Never-
theless this promise was not kept by the German authorities too.
After the digging of trenches they were not dischargelbut ware
caused to take part in action in that same place. This behavior
of the Germans caused still greater embitterment the more so
because it was the Choice part of Latvian population that, had
volunteered for the auxiliary police service, such as farm-
owners, dairy managcro, teachers, notaries uto. After their
departure here resp,ctive rural districts became unsafe and thu
farms were often viotimi of thefts and robberies. Separate
bolahevist guarillaa also made tho districts, devoid of self- .

,proteotion,.unsafe. Such wore the Conditions in Latvia in
1942/43 when the grult tuxe in the warfare on the Eastern fronts
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owing to the Gorman catastrophe at Stalingrad , took place.

On 18.2.1943 the German Minister fox'Propeganda
GOebbels ,pronounced at the Sportgiace in Berlin his well
known 10 questions to the German people, and extorted from the
German people, the answer that they widhed a;total war: In
aoberdanoe with the plan of total Warfare the 3 .Baltio States
had also to be involved. The Germans planned to enlist ofdr
.action, and also' for auxiliary service for the troupe. But as .

the Littrian people there reigned already a deep%
embitterment against the German occupation Policy, there was
no.prospect that the Latvian people might voluntarily take -
part At a tepid warfare. For this reason . the German occupation
power resolved to effectuate a compulsory mobilization. The .
crier of Adel:I:liner as of 10.2.43 regarding the formation of
aLativien SS Voluntary Legion must be inter alia regarded e.g
the first measure towards realisatiOA of this Plea-/v•Amiex

• .	 This order was a total surprise .-As far as ram
- informed on. the part of Latvians no offer regarding the -

• formation of. a Legion or something 'of this kind has ever been
made.

• Notwithstanding many protests and ObjectiOns of' tho
.	 .

Latvians against the nomination "Voluntary" and espeoially
against the sUbordination of the Legion under' the %Alen SS
whidn oircumstanoes, is it is to 'be seen. from my statement is
not conforming to be.real state of matterst - the Germans stile& •

. to their'resolutien and to the official denomination; "Latvian
Op Voluntary, legion!.

The word 'voluntary" has been dhosen by theGerans

	

*. on	 pose with the aim to veil their action 'Of compulsory
. reornitment Which is Contrary te the . International Law.. ,•

As 'regards tge;subordination under the St and'-.
Consequently the nomination SS itself these actions. were a

'. pure !areal matter. Latvians, being oitixene*of the latvisO
Republic, and they retard themselves as such up•till now,
Could not be compulsorily incorporated into the German Tehr-
mach*: On the other hand' the German were not witlinirto grant

• the Latvian Legion an independent command •.	 .	 •	 • • •	 .	 •
• 10 they did not truat LOAViSnof 	 . •	

4 ,

22 this might be. interpreted as retognition-Of Letviesse
a sovereign state.

Thus, the expedient the formal subordiriatiOn nadir a•
military organisation outside the Nehrmacht- and me:aims the:

• Vann SS.
' • is regirdsothe Soneeption of life and. political creed

the Legion had nothing in *common with Nationalsocialial. No •
lember . of the Latvian Legion has even beep mealier of tte
Nationalsooialist Party or of its numerous organinationsi
this reason opulent he belong to the Maffei; SWeither.

•
' NO member.of into Legion had an SS number. contrarY.tO

the genuine members of the SS. There was no education or
Courses on national .socialist lines or similar to such.

• •	 .	 .	 •
.■

•	 •
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generally known the Nasiem and the waffan 38 renounced
religion and Church. On the contrary the Ohurch.was.highly
in honour in the Legion. Bach:unit had its protestant Or
catholic padre. ' •

It must to mentioned in addition that, the formula of••
oath of iho Latvian Legionaries was fUndamentillY-different' •
es ootipared to the formula of oath 9fthe Waffen - 88. . The -
liatvien legionaries took their Oath "in theme:, of God" and
pledged Obedience to thellighest'oommander of the Germin••.,
WehrmOht gaz in 'its'elrife egainet toldhaVism4v.Annez Z(..	 .
betWeen treetatUroxi . keeneanaie. thriSienaunrtediflUrarr •• ..liegioa were instead of 88 ,badges their ownnponal/badgess . •
either the old-Latvian runew/15 . Latv.Divisi "or the badge ,
lOrAte -former LatviAci Army ."the rising sun" 15.Iatv.Diviiiont.

• The' Latvian legionaries-were besides. on 	 right upper arm .
. Latvian national doloure with the,inscription,"LATVIJA" .

• -	 Thegergens alsa.repeatedly pointed out that
I	

we. .7 • Latvians are no-83-men, :but null legionaries orvae 	 were.they we.
later called officially naffen-drenadiere" In accordance with -
-ad order of the 83 HQ the legidnaries were even piehibiteeto .

: weer the . ba4gei • of the Waif= 88. Also the diaoaination of
. -ramksef .the-Latelan Legion was different from that of the
• *Wen. 88. Denominating theranksof the ge44iie Vaffen . $8 the .
. letters 88 Always preoeded the name of the rank, e.g. ."38•....

DOteraoharithrer" "$SPHaupteturmfthrere etc. On thiveontrary•
• . -the name • of ther:nk of &legionary was alwa;,* preoedecUby the •
- word ,!Legions": 0Legioni-- doharfShrer", "Legionsetanderten-.

•ihrer", afterwards "taffen-ScharfOhrer", wWaffenunterfehrer
10t0,/i. Anner 5/. At Inner Cbmminication of the LatWian,Legion
therariks-were always denominated in accordance with the
denômInationef the- former* Latvian Army, e.g. pullmedis- 	 •

..'/Latvian. for colonel/. JrcpteinisiLatv. for captain/ t°. • , 	 •
• The Webers of.ths Latvian. Legion were addressed by the membere.

of the. Vehrmaoht also withthe denemination of the rani in the.
Latvian Army, but not with that of the patfen 38. • 	 ••

• It was already in t4esacond half of'Pebruari,ofS1945•

.	 . that the Commissary General.of Lat+la.Dr.Dreohater'had given "--
order. to the Labour Boards to start preparations for • . •

*COnseription of the youths* born1.9191924:.Thka order/Matt:teed
• the decree of the Minister for Occupied Territories as frbm
19‘12:154Iregar4ing1niversal dimotion'to labour iu the	 •

occupied Nasteruoountriee. The•e 6 amludI sete.00dOrisid,i
quota of 50.000 men. According tO he decree of the: Gorman.
occupational power 25.000 Of these . conspriited. mon. haillb be•
enlisted into the' derman Wehrmacht as auxiliary volunteera

• wi.45 HilfetrilligiV, 15.000 Were to be inlietdd into tii4:
tVian Legionto' .newly set up Ind 10..000 were to'bediteo.64 •

to . labOuri moagy.Anto the Urge:nig -4ton Todt.
• .

On'ihe part of Latvians ,* strong protest was-submit-:
ted,against these deorees issued1;1 contradiction to,tholL..
International Law in general, $n Ortioular objectiOns- were 	 -
made against the inadequati • oompultiori quota to beoonsoripted.
Nevertheless the oacupationarauthlrities insisted on the.
effectuation of this conscription :.n the farm made out by'these .
authorities.	 ••

•

•

•

.	 •	 .
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. Thereupon the- Latvian 	 in ..order to keep ..alocit • .•
*. aims • And*	 order . . to • effeotuate that 	 dotiOns

. the Laibtinn, liegi en were • 1 imit ed ...7td:the . .-ttiek.. of .. defending • •••• s. •
itian;nnire•:-.Rropounded • the.' folIoidig,g•dergandto	 `'.	 •

1. The DiyiatiOu to •b set -up .is eadei. ooirooixd •only o
. =Jetties 7•Tho .COornatiddat Iti• to be the pittien.

.getiTed	 'POtimiondei,.. of •the..
4...etad,.fualIee'F , units in Out s.V .sgteitit.3uaaian Ara' In • .
the I tor14•10kr and aeveri41'.	 ylinteteekr.lf-ar
tOtteit 'Latvian RepubliO/. • *. • •

o oonsortot3•04 ..• of the anual eet 1919-i24 iito
••!..f4eat'a4. 141thont•:.094P4.3k•P4.:1 4#4' A

4'0 .ftr; Spec 101 "tr.10:

• The • treizong: -is to take ..'plimee i iaitti-ic it-tittat•ia
about 6 . .rionthe- end-tne •Dieiriel:cei":riklY..:nubo*Altait*tn
Sup*e'ne ..00nnend Only r.9 Oloneid •-ittAttary unit. •

,.1!.144se••:-4 ge:ttegi •64Y..tbe Ai:TV?: section 	 the..
•..	 • •P. • •	 •	 •••-•	 •	 '.•••• •	 •-•

leers presented .	 :b the . Aatviane.•,
td tho .Bei ahakoon4 sex . for the ..:08

	

,:gitoning_the	 eitiediary • eif. the goisaxy
*Ii-teiXra;:.Preonalei; •	 • -	 • .

. •	 i... :Alifi-flerteakte.fki:...nO : iiii.or .O.Bt*-ta have :.ikuOb: Se:"A'arg0'
40. 1i .D.44744021 is, 'Und'Ar'.0112•0131 	036k1:004do.: ;Tt.	 .

.34,4gher':potaianitiii,t . pOet, • o d oP.1:9;s1 by
1.041•4f., The	 reatiOn,.	 was thet:,'-they:ari

. ,	 .	 •	 •	 •	 •-• .

	

.„... •	 • •	 .	 .	 •	 •	 .•7.TheY:hadimetatt. no-leetrto •• •	 TAe•	 •
ttielcOert .. the :'ootniiltleoky. .tio-tap:.	 •	 :.•••••	 ,.• .•

• the Gie b.ontin •	 prtOay work
Or the OrilittO ;to	 .	 •	 •• •	 .•:.	 •	 . •	 •	 .	 . , • • . • •	 •

• -.14theifsul..2,943.i.;hy orden.• of	 ,
erte110Oriii.414 . 1Nitoot.	 •Ifroit.gskommoido': dsr the • :

ofiiegiC at 	 5 8	 arteat8hrr Hierthe 44;1*ee $4■2•';a• Depot had lo 'ette0A10.0 ., toe ooniickfptioii• it e0.1.C
• thte

;
•• et*iistion was :.. in Imin,OiyIe',.egeinet.the

*i;tion, an& in alike-JO'
of	 v the. labotitt.Bo

	

oonedil. ion .at	 •A.a.”• • PVe
, •	 11.#P.	 tat* .t.tge.'.	 .4;;,"	 .0- •

•

tO .-OlidOee the'..to •

,iers -0/1a0r1Pt413**••01".•
elupriOnANIPatii.b0

Odneotipt1.011.:,of : Wase.ip annim vet. were
pp:).	otiit till . Inte ?.anft,=, 19437: litt4 :. :4erindeftlatóki. the
114.4: *Aber of the antplierit. teguiked..at the givelf.letneent..
oaea -in*: the onOtoe*: of 'the' •• kind' of nIietineflt titalf

	

Ili0,..00neciriOted juts not . granted: 	 poe1b.lity, he via .en
1i..t4 by the nitofrititPig- bd'ard.:•enIY:''en

..gpa4 . st itit;411:. by. the oor4ti,ug. boa4.n qty .. opt tIon .
005P..legiv. to be ivate•

•
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tO.caeiotif.leige. the “iiimiptiliorY . donsoripticui these 	  *.'..Sets for. Purely . •militai7 purposes. The enrolieent : 'begen in the.. third 'decade of the :month Of *arch. .1943. By ;25.3.1943 the • •• . • '
•' •firsts 10001atin mere ,m obilised and enlisted inta .the:Zegion::..:**,:lptieedintely• after their clothing and their taking the: oath •men....were sent .without any training to ;the • 	 t, *near. • :leiningrado! Only nciw the 'Latvians were .informed • that .. Ill order o
...*Wilia:21113:..b.seides..thei Division now ib.• being another Xaivian.Brigade •le to be Set_up.. This • is going to be • done by 'rig' dinbaidamurt.-of the . .21:21B •drigada and by setting up A t AMC:. !.•
• 10-iiiii:brsiiiide• to rogace it Por this purpose the Latvian Renee- •i3sattationfe s beltig: already in 'action in the noztth . seetion • ,

• front .reiziforned' bp .'ec reserve out of the . bonstriPted . ' •19194924 . annual ileite;were te' be;used.
• dinataneouely with the cone:Er:1010n Of the azinua3. : ' ' •

•-• sate Cf . 19l9 .1924. there Were .mobilized also the navies sart • •
• Officers -.0 older .annan,lt . sate. The- mobilisation of officers.
•did nOt . take plicie. according to their belonging to oonsecutive , . •

•Onus]. *stir "individually, because also officer* of higher.
renki and . neatly .of higher age,. than the annu al esti ••

ed .:10'1•	 tion..were regniked. The setting .up of the
ad Metrics! -Division had to be pat in effect by .8.:GtirtlI823;..:
fox this purpose. But 'soon after the beginning ...Of Ake: .* s

drawgin. up . It 'appeared:that the SCHQ.	 ,not .inainet to
antra.* the jeonaand of this Division. tO LatIllan't. The twits*

of* the staff .of the •Division was cancelled -and the..Gezman

	

' ctharded.With the :setting up o? the ,Division was 	 .	 •
• appointed .the: staff; ofo • the . Diviaion."This new 'German'. deimi,..* ; •
• °end- the- *Oita of the igiven promiae .• that . the Mobilised_ in

'• • would- be sent to . the rront only aster a 'thorough .trP a *I g ct.
homS.litating :6 months /the sending into action bf the

ed. 4.000 can on 30.3.1.943/ had caused great indignatiOn
'Weigle' Of the population, the c'onsequenctie,..of ..whioli wer?

:difficult lb. assess. • •	 •	 •	 •	 ..„	 .	 .	 .
, APter .diferent combinations • On the cart of Gorda:no

.'the.'fifileiiing Way . out was; found. Basing on the .p pact that
Latvian'.Legicen i.e.., going to (Ionia:A in future no't7ne division ,	 .

.	 of lone diataien. . and . ode brign. e . it
'mos	 .tc.howe •ft Law, ians • Imepeator .	sral	 • •

:Omsk;W1thoilt ..00.isaanding .powee eat inspect both .batvian* . -- * '' ' • ..
Oit'd ;tiring tcrthe knowledge- . :of higher Gertian'' o9wnending• -

.enifigirittes . ".the 'interests of the unite Then on 39-. • 43" .•
7.. Genera .,Ifelige.rekies . ,:itotbinatet to bo .the • COMnonder. of the

di4ion, Va. appointed InsPeetor•-Glin era:. of the ' Latvian
. Alt:03*h • the : InsPoOtor .:Geneiral : '. et tbodied-the.cLegion;•..

"üoujetónding this the eappe of his taste. rpkiinpt in set -very	 TraVand. vague. Tip to the--o.ay ox c	 _	
j • •

• Germany he'lnid • not :yet.'rectived . any 'clear]
. 4f417rence■ •	 .".	 :	 ,	 •	 ' •	 •
• •• • • • • :.. "4:11.0nel.the. • •PioePo fme	 itatf..Offieet •

.:. of the Division *0. eppot4tOd .Leader of li.lentry • of..the, • .:,•
V.1.41.4on: The 'Atter 4130 4,' eithobgb.• Ono: allr:reCogn.ised . .
..sUperiog.ofall Latvians ofthe "Difision, had no oticaganditig, .
poyep 0144* *Eli'. in feet only liaison b.etwete the unit and..the
•ClentixditeV ..of the'Division,	 One side and the • llnit and 'the,

otOr ..General • an . the other. Since hie appointment as
of the.influtry of the ..11..Latvian .11.vition the scope.... •

•



.	 .
•

A- of his offioial .sotivity .covere onlx the odnooraM of the - •
piwie,tonftiil ',the date of 7.7.-44 when' . • he was ;transferred to
the InéPeCition. :Genera.. .all Chief of its Staff • Consequently • De:,
COledel. 8ilgs11i dat ho.t fully - acquainted Nith-the • events at •

•home and in the Staff of the . Inspection General in that Interval
of titee,

•:. • . hie . setting uP of t'ho Division matori4leedralatively ;.
There .was shortage of adeemodation , ePtCoe clothing, _

miseunition; - 00- else, 	 tr44iiing . personnel. Thiv,;enliStraant of
annual' sets „Conscripted in :sitar& 1943 took..p/bcoi:•'as 1read ''•
-eisntioned,„ba -degree :a .. and •protrgioted it 1ft1.1. lite. in a
.190. the..-DiriSion...wai -charged besides With the. ..ugh of .•	 -
'training ...tot.'4 .the reserve. for the. Latvian •Brigade::'4 . • the 1.600•:•Of
'la's:Brigade in - ..action and by desertion *sear,' ;high • in....SUsseier•

•..• and sittumn. .),943,i :lhe 'Division . had 'almais tO 	 the nesl7 ..•
:•. trained Mai-..to,' the Brigade. ,The result of thia 'was: thett the ••••••• •

. Dividthai" aft el:, training : during • 6 ele048 swats..itelfnot
. ly trainddand . bamejnto actidn not fully:fitted oUtind

of thilAt%44 . -aget- number of.unneoessary.:eaeual. 	' '• • •	 .

-; d afigitiOn.to • this 'I might- state • that during the •

.7 tra ining 	 itertembers were being tattooed, 14.:
• . order of ithe COMMisid of the Division, 'under' the left -ortopiti. 	 •

with the a1gi of. their 1Oott7groupe Thee° tattoo mark. are ja-014•Ir
•reger04....hrAuticAuthokitiee quite • unfoundedly •aa 'a 'proMf.

. the bar belongs to ,tho. natiOhalsobialletio 'Waffen484;,, • The	 •

tattooing has beezi administered as a :•preventive meadura . 14 • •• -; •
oases of fativere ....eetaids' requiring Vamediate trent:0810n of blood .
in..airOutaitenotea-het .. permitting a' preliminary blood test. 'These

v.r: • tattooing, tare nat-• adminict eyed to all unit -• oethe Division and -'.• . •
' to all troops of the legion. Thus 'e.g..' the ,latyien .Briga44:. .

-Afterward, : xpeli, late-Ian pivision/ Ydlio4 4404terisPt eil1t *al	 • .• •
in aOtidia, 'Mtg. '319tejn4 .tattooed .at all::	 ,ksowledge also he
detained in !Oeneentratien % eamps..:have been tattbeed•eith
of •their • blood :6444s. . •	 .	 •	 • :	 • •

.:• • • .. Then- towards the • end of 1943 •the annual sets :drafted in
.	 •	 •

larch ware ...ehatisted . and the .3amitern front.. had •been.-.4ithdrirMa.
near the fboundaries of Latvia the Oeisai.saery".Gen.eralv.:•,.;.,

• Wechsler. decreed . a general ..mobilization.	 •• •	 "
.. :The. Inspect-tor General of the •• •La• tvian L

.	 .• ...	 •	 •	 •	 •
.slonned	 the 'technical execution ..Of. the , itgra	 ••

es an ehrblment board : ffeno*Inated	 ..tiskenamando-7...
had 'been established: This enrolment 	 8' waa-•. : •••

ly .subOrdinated...nnAer the .:Breatsinspeotion • betnd. Tho,
as . 3:eader, pg.:he 'GS and !Polies Ter.0stlind`.0"barlepliettii..,filhirm -unarlegeral..dir • Polizei •Jeeteln was •dhief	 0:..101poktit• .41stlandi he •oontroLled 11 Matt:era:4*r

•• formation. of ISilitary reserves. 	 . . • , .
• .•	 .	 •	 .

• • . . : ".	 After . protracted .deliberation . General...:Baagarakia:..:accepted this responsible teak.' 	 ..• **- •	 •••Ire .:.apeap-ted it in prier to •proteat7.hili'. fei,..ToWl. •	 • • •Sous! train', against ' .encireeohisents' of Gerivan. qwpdgi; to ht
.intervention the Germans did not -sucioakzta. utilise the TatVixn•manpoier.,fOr. ..their .desperate • struggle up . '4O.,:Appik.fhet.,,x,hot,
General., did . hia . beat' .to brake the drafting.- 44..antS0. 19.44.140„.*refused' to take part at azq lurther draftings.. nag was the Oaehe,•of repcated' outburata of, rage on the piArt ... of Geraian.Authorities'....

•■••

•



• •:'.•

•

.A401,5/.: • The ganein,1 aid Of this 'Wert has * al i.been
ut*e Latviafl . men,' fort his. people. and to bring abo tA that the •

Vpasaanding •. euthoritica. involved' into t,he..etrigp;le as •
Sliattieni :Unita es ..poieible:	 ' . •	 .
 PpoaeO • wets 861'7:4 also b the setting •.up pear .,Thern- of 6:
erre Depot /mentioned 'below/ thioh had. to prevent the IstitT141110 •

1446d :tci. : Germ any-to, be . ' Sent to the front .. Nci "IOWA thitt she • -
• ,haWs' been ref/owed from his post by the Ge.rmene• and ••
0,044itV ,into a : congentre.tion camp if they had ;not •to.•
iter. the personal  popularity of general Baiigers4a with the •

• ...	 •	 .	 -	 .
• • I *elk net ftluall1ar with the details of the eeouticin

driftixist- ELS I liar, et the front. • I kiwi . only a. tiiis*4 that - •
the °entre' g. gravity- of . the 4#1104 at' •

• :.eisitesOi• pent .raciiied . to the north be.Otitei.. • of tiiie front and •	 • •
' • er'MnI..stara .s64611ed to withdraw .their • frozt rive : Xtenifilipeii.

;Abed a;great excitement spread through IatYia aS.
of . ee.veral, ennUel sets iee- dCored: •

'ore of setting ttp sef patv1an . Frontier' OUirgita.minte
ged-wiiih • 	 -4efend. the froYhtfere.i .efi Ise	 •	 i

• 404fter,...their,: 02,4016n:the_trent ter • 4derd-,11Setemiti..
dsfAaitt; their Usinpotier. t.rentfOred.• de•re4er.",...*•:14*•.

'the fro_ht:!..:t.::•oadziOt'..reieUber'wh ich• a41414..;	 :.
Lfor 1113,0 : DAWD94.6. .. 4nYllaw -110ong • therkilute,i)eiglO*0•44...:,•:-.'i

cadOge....As .:mte3h ,ae eau recialeot :theta were tiagi:04
ors'...bein . 1884iii,ds,,a;fter• arid fortor',n.e.
• thele .coniixript1Onei:for''.the 'defence' of 	 .

:044•:•were the .last .•'maie • aixiticriptitines•Although 1fl 1.944 •
eg. the • exchial: ..sate 195,-.1926 were draftedi•as reserve

• .	 .?
1944' the latvian Brigade.:Was,• ;traifaimed • .

,.: •4140144* isimgar • to the already ,existing 1.5•
the: nuilbor	 •Dtritikt1-.4•0314:00;at.touil

Divisions were .nows	 •	 • ••
z9 weirea •Cir.saadiep	 ,der .430y,

Thing 1ie . .

	 .

sevz.iz,e'haktie of • retreat in. July
4.14twien T111sioti •hed .:.f. very . peat number . of

S$e13t 'that . 1t,hed , to he withdrawa: • from the
•puI of' • • ts,:repleliiihment ..sne 	 it .ii);e:•

;11eistpritaala in Gartiagi' This Diti.1	 y not
&1Sd. e;ta equipped when it 'mai::."mgaik:sent;t6....;.,

*ate the Russian e4vaoe 	 heig•	 T.

leitie •t ny • Ogisuiati:44 .- that irjje: 	 Olt:	 . .; .
roteating lighte • in Weif-..Puhwia and:

t46	 emintes..e
oatatiamis 	 thi.littrittOlst	

Gelii 'telt	 .•
battle; .,,,,as....4420 . es-trenelt1141	 ...;#180 .; • .-

..:.:0:113r,..phe -R94iTtieit; of th1,4:4AlliieL•imicsbees*kite'
for „battle eh& on .1944194; 6744..1 ; t4) .-;it4i $#:.the

fOter .utv.isg got. thb *utter 16 ue
'	 11-cs41	 tAft 100#4.01-4 	 ..tati*4)Prit04.11:0*Pi.

	

Oqsp1y pith the ord. .	 .ea. rata. 1)4.. her . .̀ '.0121.	 0..,11.0 .3 th.04..
•-',100:4?1', 1.4raCr.19 WIrder;t410 440 lref.40.1'n :?etwRin. 13*Oggh •flro',ViOnvit'41:16*.iiiid4	 "

	

reab. .4a8i1.oalx font t.tae. .0 $04 4012**.Ifil d tolOkttal • .	 •
• •	 •	 •	 .	 •	 •	 .	 .	 •	 .

. •	 ••
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. surrender 	 eree. The • remaining -unite * of the 3.5 ...Di's•rision ••••:"
alpo , began on their -ow . itiloount in the end. of April :a 'Mar.& .tq
the • Tiurt s: and*.swrrendere d•te . the Tioetern . Allies in.• • •the Vic

•of 2ohwerin...• 	.	 • • .. ' •	 .	 .	 •	 • •	 • • • ' •	 •• ,	 •	 , •
,	 • • .1 the .19. Littv. 'Division retained in action in •Qouriand

..fliatriat• • tilt the ..caPitilation of Germany. I ars'net informed. '.••• :---
,about its. fate • attor ..that. , • •	 •-..	 • • • • , '	 •	 •

.	 .	 • • L regimes the :fate:. of the pblisie battalions • I -• • .• .	 .

.••• -*Menticirard * abave_r some of thed were .already in •Opriug 1943 • •••
embodied. intO the: Latvian; Brigade se skeleton imita. Let er•-.01So•.,
elogo..iddi*Ithial battalions 'were, returned, thazikii to* mediation' •

•of Inapector•General of the Latvian:Legion, from the • front ter
:their.:home ..country-. • bora•the remainder there • were setup :: . . 7.• • • •

• • 3 • PolitrCitegicanite they came. to the front individually- and
•aub01.1Ahated to !Gellman. Units, • Their Temente were: tranaferrect.to
GOrloark7	 i=ant	 19:44. The young cir* 111021 were Sent to•.rescit0.-; • •

.for ',trench .digging' -mark, tUt tile older • Were . diediarged e,a.

	

t•*-01`. AiliterY serried.	 •	 • -..-• . • • 	 • - •• •

••• •	 • :All remnants of different units traieroriatt fo:G‘jearti
• • were sent .te. ..Reserve-,depot 'which began to 'bUilt treitehee ta,-ttik•
• - area of ' Thorn: They • were organized • in • constrUctien• regiments •••••••• • : •

/Ilatiregimentir..• The . skeleton of these regtimenti• conaitste4,- • Of ••••_*:
• • . cronstructiOn. • hatalllene•• set up in Aizgist/September 	 in •larifTn •

out of : •inmates of orineentration =Saps and :Prisons, • •They • '*Ore..... •
-*01011 . dersailere.. Of.'44-ffererkt Smite or the 'Legions. • In such :Manner;
-more •••then,i400G--.wera enrelled- h.Amietei 6,7: eind 8./. During' the :-•

	

. . •Ihterairin effensivt. in•-January 	 the PAeld Resorve.Depot	 •:•••••

	

•• withgtrasin to • the area. of Stettin and 0,8111.r:barged with •-•	 -
•CoonstWdotion .0:: trenches.' Brow there by the .end. of April	 _ -•

. these-Regimen-ter . began their retreat to the west and surrendered ". •
• TiPluritarity -to the • Allied 'Weston Power lin- the- area of .SphWerini•

and -IrisMar.;
' • •••••• • 13004cl that in August 1944- th Wm, lbatirieg man who-. • ,

were :rormerli‘ ottyiuxd *fit. fer work enly: Paler. - • arbeitaverwendbar/
or nonditimally fit for service /b va. bedingtktieWrif•rwoin&

• • hart . Were , ncre: •being drafted as 'ancillary . . personnel . cif the
• lciree.11Care.pTheIfer 'der Luftwaffe/. All these,men,werestransport-:..
• e4 .to .Ciarman.y and * enlisted in' the Air :force ce groUnct personnel •

for *airfields	 - •	 •	 •	 • ' ••	 • •	 =	 • •	 • •	 ** •	 •• .	 .	 ,	 .	 .	 .
• . • ••• • • In addition to ;that it must •be •,.pointOd .-out that•••	 .

'bidae'-the .already.ment ioned,units .belong -to the-Legion • the .
•• Lawizrn'emle • youth" born 1927: NUR 'draftedn . Angut/8eptubOr • •••
.1944, as .aneiLlary personnel, for the Air .forOce •These .:yo,.	 .	 .	 .
weredrafted by the •Disitriet ' .Recruiting Boards *under cOn4ro1
of th r nepector:.0n•xral of the tatf. •Legion: t cannot' reMemb,or • •
vdio has .'efferited .the drafting -and idielas decreed It. .• • :

• 4a regaide th Eitatf of • the Inspecrticei,-Generat.'•,••
•iteelf, •it•• ••was • transferred to DenSig * in, Ootob.or 1944...-•There..•
reitaineVin. 130Urlant-.only a 'small working staff .45.f the .Ins

•• General up till. the. German eapitulati on;	 kprir•294945,--..
•:.1.ae§étr.tor, *literal tamed his lest order of the deY whibli, • ..•••*

claimed the ...dialfar.deóni. of the •Latvien. 	 and.hotAanded -
the .unite• tie:fur:Oder to the Westerns Allies, whir 'have'

. always been triansur trowards the Latrian people. 	 7 --!"••••:',"• ,
• .•	 • As *regards • the acrtivi;ty of 'the.; Inapeeter ?General

since the 2nd half of '.'strtirmner. 1944, , he has had,: as 0071 . 4340
4orrrrozi• retreat rive itria began, vory iittlit to .do .itith"hia • •

•



-

	

anis.. • Prom :that . Moment : ihen the whole civil• *... — . . .	 ft;

	

.	 .
advniflie ratjy ' 	 in Latvia broka.- • dcivat, hie antivitY	 • I.•;. witaideire:t4d. Ter ..the most. part to tho ,civilian siocstor 'cud mucit-7.-..

4lees to.....the..dilitary. one. Be took ovuzi, 	. hie 'own account,....the . ,̀11rottoction of the Latvian Civil: population, of the • unhappy
Persons,- frutitrated

'41C -ets.4: cOmpulsory• •arrailgOafeltir :s.of• qe:krii°41.419t - only lit. • • "•Zativia Init also in Germany,. e.g. the '.conza.Userle...enroltaant of
 digAnce‘...Latsiazies-intO the VOlkisturn /v.Annelt 9.1 :':;Mhe 	•

	

. tan -W:the:..'',InepetOion 'General .. Was tb .. PerfOrranOw were o•	 ,
'aanifo4 	would : be •• to0 .prol'in: to -ennterate'•'&11-sf .them

	

4414.. report. The . .liberatiOn of Latviena detained: in 	 • • . in Leitv,in and • Germany' 'Well regarded by the...Inat4o$ 	 )iis...tnain • task,: By this enorgotic, •	 : .
rfe4O.yer, 	 .Latviani werS :saved . :from:deiatk and •

•".
•• .ThiS:?-10.1e.short -thiCdesOription •of 	 Lattitiut	 ....•

Petty ;14tha...2. World -Ur in:actiona.ogainst:rVie-Afoilete." .. skioh .Ntairk.tad dOsirlisd • Latvia' : of ie 4,2ideponde4O e • •'...Tlatviair people of its . frecdoii.. , 'The

	

bRn	 in 

	

a ..tine • *lin the ,:aarlet.icii. was	 • :
tielispjt..-"osere.-	 the:opinion. Of .1gf,tr:
,• :11.1zOugglO , 1(e:regain' the....indePendbitge•':Of.

the ;greatest „misanderatondinge .:estxge 10,r the freedonf.
put iz connection etth .. a gittnigirxe for the .nationaL;.,•41144av.4.0.•••f.41rta'	 " •	 ".. • •	 •

•

•
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